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    Diamond Jubilee Lecture by Yamini Aiyar

OBJECTIVES The prupose was the highlight the changing nature of the  welfare state in 
Indis, who is evoelved, how its retreat in the mid-nineties had a negative 
effect on the social sectors and was restored with the help of civil society. 
To highlight as to what are the challenges of the welfare state today.

METHODOLOGY The event was organized by the BA Programme  Committee. This was in 
the form of a lecture by Ms. Yamini Aiyar, President and Chief Executive
of the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, a public policy research 
think tank. This was followed by a Q&A session.
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REPORT

Ms Yamini Aiyar, President of the Centre for Policy Research delivered the Diamond Jubilee Lecture 
organized under the auspices of the BA Programme Committee. Recollecting her days as a young 
undergraduate student at Delhi University in the mid-1990s, she recalled that she belonged to a generation 
that tasted the first fruits of economic liberalization. Freed from the shackles of the state, our lives and 
futures improved dramatically. We embraced the new consumer goods flooding the market with gusto—
queuing up four hours, for instance, to taste a McDonald’s burger when the chain first opened in New 
Delhi. Our future prospects, visible in private sector recruitment drives on campus, looked lucrative and 
bright. The state had exited from our everyday lives, and we celebrated our newly found economic 
freedom.

Further, she observed that a few years later, her work took her through dusty rural roads. Here, she 
encountered a different India. Far from celebrating the exit of the state, this India was waiting and yearning
for the state. Waiting for it to build schools, roads, and hospitals. This India was not naïve. The people 
knew, better that the state could be corrupt, apathetic, and inefficient. But they also looked to this mai-baap
sarkar (as many described it) to give them the means to enjoy their economic freedoms. “Without the road,
we cannot get to the market. Without schools, we cannot get jobs,” she quipped. This was—and arguably 
30 years later remains—the constant refrain.

It is in the interstices of these two competing narratives of the Indian state—and what they mean to 
different Indians—that our seven-decade-long journey towards building an India that delivers social and 
economic freedoms to all citizens needs to be assessed.

The Indian state has produced the world’s best. It built the Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), the 
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) and the All-India Institutes of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and gifted 
the world some of its finest doctors, nurses, and engineers. We have made progress on key socio-economic
indicators. Literacy rates improved from 18% in 1950 to 77% in 2017, maternal mortality ratios declined 
from 1,000 deaths per 100,000 live births in 1950 to 103 in 2017-19.

Yet, when it comes to substantively ensuring these freedoms for all Indians, our performance has been 
singularly unimpressive. India ranks 116 out of 174 countries in the World Bank’s human capital index, 
131 out of 189 countries on the UN’s Human Development Index and 101 out of 116 in the Global Hunger
Index. The Indian welfare state has a long way to go. This was followed by a Q & A session.

Here is a link to the video related to the event:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xsz0ybum4No
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2. THE POSTER  
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